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Dan van Velthuizen was determined to increase the "occupational aspirations”
of students at Warialda Public School and he did just that.

Last year van Velthuizen, principal of the school, created the Middle Years
Initiative: Wider than Gwydir, to show the students some real-life examples of
grown-ups with great jobs. The program invites successful men and women to
speak to students via video link-up about their careers and professional

pathways.

Dan Van Velthuizen (right) with Rebecca Langdon, director of Public Schools NSW. Photo: Supplied

http://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace-relations/road-maps-for-the-future-20171206-h009ar.htmlI[22/02/2018 2:20:20 PM]

SAVE PRINT

The Home for Active Kids!

iy
i
i'

A Fi
»l‘u.‘\‘,&.... l:':l.“"

Advertisement

HUFFPOST AUSTRALIA

The Next Recession Is Really
Gonna Suck

Rihanna Asked Australia For
Global ...



http://www.smh.com.au/business
http://www.smh.com.au/business
https://subscribers.smh.com.au/subscribe-all/?iid=houseinv:nnn-16omntA0384-acq-HL-30092016-smh.com-nnn-SUB-nnn-SMH-nnn&campaign_code=smh.com&promote_channel=SMH_A_HI_HL_SUB
https://subscribers.smh.com.au/subscribe-all/?iid=houseinv:nnn-16omntA0384-acq-HL-30092016-smh.com-nnn-SUB-nnn-SMH-nnn&campaign_code=smh.com&promote_channel=SMH_A_HI_HL_SUB
https://smh.myfairfax.com.au/members/session/new?channel_key=IBo9F-cAdoz4ZjfJEwC0eA&callback_uri=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au&single_use_token=true
https://smh.myfairfax.com.au/members/session/new?channel_key=IBo9F-cAdoz4ZjfJEwC0eA&callback_uri=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au&single_use_token=true
http://www.smh.com.au/nsw
http://www.smh.com.au/sport
http://www.smh.com.au/business
http://www.smh.com.au/world
http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics
http://www.smh.com.au/comment
http://www.domain.com.au/
http://www.smh.com.au/entertainment
http://www.smh.com.au/lifestyle
http://www.traveller.com.au/
http://www.drive.com.au/
http://www.smh.com.au/
http://sin1-ib.adnxs.com/click?AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAKBHITdAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALJoi6G6NnAZ1Lp6fzjzARSsNo5aAAAAACBxmQDpBwAA6QcAAAIAAABTcWIFBosRAAAAAABVU0QAQVVEANgCWgCoswAAAAABAQQCAAAAAK4AtBS4DgAAAAA./cnd=%217AymWgjyyvEJENPiiSsYhpZGIAQoADEAAAAAAAAEQDoRZGVmYXVsdCNTSU4xOjM1NzI./bn=71230/referrer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au%2Fbusiness%2Fworkplace-relations%2Froad-maps-for-the-future-20171206-h009ar.html/clickenc=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.ymcansw.org.au_active-2Dkids_-3Futm-5Fsource-3Dfairfax-26utm-5Fmedium-3Dcpc-26utm-5Fcampaign-3Dactive-5Fkids%26d%3DDwMGaQ%26c%3DN9aEhCy8U0rJkO1xCZf7rgM9fohfR5qe_N93viZd7O8%26r%3D3u10RS75ESlOHmtT8k1M4qXBE7bADrbfX7HK2jJrf7I%26m%3DO_iO2aAuLdNyUx1zs6Z3QAKwItM_dIcNOto7U0uAfrw%26s%3D9Yw-99wgClh2HiszLHcQtvzBC8judfgueTBf71NpHi4%26e%3D
http://www.smh.com.au/business/national
http://www.smh.com.au/business/national
http://www.smh.com.au/business/markets
http://www.smh.com.au/business/markets
http://www.smh.com.au/business/markets/quotes
http://www.smh.com.au/business/markets/quotes
http://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace-relations
http://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace-relations
http://www.smh.com.au/business/consumer-affairs
http://www.smh.com.au/business/consumer-affairs
http://www.smh.com.au/business/retail
http://www.smh.com.au/business/retail
http://www.smh.com.au/business/the-economy
http://www.smh.com.au/business/the-economy
http://www.smh.com.au/business/cbd
http://www.smh.com.au/business/cbd
http://www.smh.com.au/money
http://www.smh.com.au/money
http://www.smh.com.au/small-business
http://www.smh.com.au/small-business
http://www.smh.com.au/business/property
http://www.smh.com.au/business/property
http://www.smh.com.au/business/innovation
http://www.smh.com.au/business/innovation
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au%2Fbusiness%2Fworkplace-relations%2Froad-maps-for-the-future-20171206-h009ar.html&title=Road+maps+for+the+future+
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au%2Fbusiness%2Fworkplace-relations%2Froad-maps-for-the-future-20171206-h009ar.html&title=Road+maps+for+the+future+
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au%2Fbusiness%2Fworkplace-relations%2Froad-maps-for-the-future-20171206-h009ar.html&title=Road+maps+for+the+future+
https://twitter.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au%2Fbusiness%2Fworkplace-relations%2Froad-maps-for-the-future-20171206-h009ar.html&text=Road+maps+for+the+future+&via=smh
https://twitter.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au%2Fbusiness%2Fworkplace-relations%2Froad-maps-for-the-future-20171206-h009ar.html&text=Road+maps+for+the+future+&via=smh
https://twitter.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au%2Fbusiness%2Fworkplace-relations%2Froad-maps-for-the-future-20171206-h009ar.html&text=Road+maps+for+the+future+&via=smh
mailto:?subject=Road%20maps%20for%20the%20future%20&body=I%20would%20like%20to%20share%20something%20with%20you%0A%0Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au%2Fbusiness%2Fworkplace-relations%2Froad-maps-for-the-future-20171206-h009ar.html
http://sin1-ib.adnxs.com/click?AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAEAKV0FAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAGh-lmU7bogG1Lp6fzjzARSsNo5aAAAAACBxmQDpBwAA6QcAAAIAAABRcWIFBosRAAAAAABVU0QAQVVEACwB-gCoswAAPhYGAQQCAAAAAK4A-hOFsgAAAAA./cnd=%216gxWWgjyyvEJENHiiSsYhpZGIAQoADEAAAAAAAAEQDoRZGVmYXVsdCNTSU4xOjM1NzI./bn=71230/referrer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au%2Fbusiness%2Fworkplace-relations%2Froad-maps-for-the-future-20171206-h009ar.html/clickenc=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.ymcansw.org.au_active-2Dkids_-3Futm-5Fsource-3Dfairfax-26utm-5Fmedium-3Dcpc-26utm-5Fcampaign-3Dactive-5Fkids%26d%3DDwMGaQ%26c%3DN9aEhCy8U0rJkO1xCZf7rgM9fohfR5qe_N93viZd7O8%26r%3D3u10RS75ESlOHmtT8k1M4qXBE7bADrbfX7HK2jJrf7I%26m%3DO_iO2aAuLdNyUx1zs6Z3QAKwItM_dIcNOto7U0uAfrw%26s%3D9Yw-99wgClh2HiszLHcQtvzBC8judfgueTBf71NpHi4%26e%3D
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/the-next-recession-suck-unemployment-benefits-republican_us_5a7e0362e4b08dfc93040b5e?ncid=edlinkauhpmg00000004
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/the-next-recession-suck-unemployment-benefits-republican_us_5a7e0362e4b08dfc93040b5e?ncid=edlinkauhpmg00000004
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/the-next-recession-suck-unemployment-benefits-republican_us_5a7e0362e4b08dfc93040b5e?ncid=edlinkauhpmg00000004
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/rihanna-australia-global-education_us_5a73ede5e4b0905433b2b6a6?ncid=edlinkauhpmg00000004
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/rihanna-australia-global-education_us_5a73ede5e4b0905433b2b6a6?ncid=edlinkauhpmg00000004
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/rihanna-australia-global-education_us_5a73ede5e4b0905433b2b6a6?ncid=edlinkauhpmg00000004
http://www.smh.com.au/
http://www.smh.com.au/business
http://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace-relations
javascript:;
http://www.smh.com.au/business/workplace-relations/road-maps-for-the-future-20171206-h009ar.html?deviceType=text
https://smh.myfairfax.com.au/members/members/signup?channel_key=Dks89-tJMqw6zsOGPU5c5Q&callback_uri=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au&single_use_token=true
https://smh.myfairfax.com.au/members/members/signup?channel_key=Dks89-tJMqw6zsOGPU5c5Q&callback_uri=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au&single_use_token=true
https://smh.myfairfax.com.au/members/members/signup?channel_key=Dks89-tJMqw6zsOGPU5c5Q&callback_uri=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au&single_use_token=true

Road maps for the future

"Having taught for over a decade at Moree Public School, | had seen so many
students at the school who were from families where education wasn't
necessarily a priority,"” van Velthuizen says.

"Students didn't have role models showcasing an extensive range of career
options. Similarly, | had graduated from Nudgee College in Brisbane with a
limited view of what career options were available to me."

Speakers have included Peter Baines OAM, founder of charity Hands Across
the Water, Lewis Holland, an Australian Rugby Union 7s representative player,
and entomologist Kirsty Abbott.

"The concept hasn't been simply to encourage or push students in a particular
direction but rather to provide a platform upon which they can see the
incredible opportunities that are available to them beyond their school years,"
van Velthuizen says.
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The concept for the speakers' program developed from data highlighting the
importance of the middle years (years 5 to 8) in terms of engaging students and
enabling them to realise the relevance of their schooling opportunities.

Warialda Public School is located between Moree and Inverell, in a prime
agricultural region of North West NSW. Van Velthuizen says that before the
program began, 92 per cent of students at the school were interested in jobs
that required no further education. Now, aspirations have broadened from an
expectation of working as roo shooters and farm hands, to a diverse range of
professions.
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Students listen via fortnightly videoconferences to the stories of the guest
speakers who are asked to outline their own time at school, what they wanted
to be growing up, where they grew up and how they went at school. They then
talk about how they got to where they are today. Speakers are asked to offer
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